Introduction
It has been mentioned by Watt (1889) in his Dictionary of Economic Products of India that the different parts of the bamboo plant possess certain medicinal virtues. The tender leaves are commonly used in the form of a decoction to check diarrhoea in cattle. The expressed juice from the leaf bud is said to be an efficient ecbolic and an emmenagogue. The cold poultice made from the tender shoot is considered by villagers in guinea-worm-infected areas to be an efficacious application for the dislodgment of worms from ulcers. In a previous report on the subject (1932) it has been shown that the aqueous extract of the young bamboo shoot possesses, in addition, definite larvicidal and insecticida! properties. In this paper we have recorded the results of preliminary observations made to find out the active principles responsible for these different properties of bamboo shoots and also to determine the possible utility of these in lai\val and insect control measures.
Experimental observations
(1) Preparation of the extract.?The outer coverings of the young bamboo shoots, about 1 to 1-2-feet in height, were peeled off, till the soft inner core was reached. They were then cut into small pieces which were well pounded and the juice was expressed from them. This, after dilution with an equal quantity of water, was used in the following experiments.
(2) Mosquitoes and mosquito larvce.?A. stephejisi mosquitoes and their larvae were used to test the toxic effect of the drug, since the preliminary observations showed that, of the different species of mosquito larvae tested, these resisted the action of the drug for a relatively long time.
(3) The species of bamboo used in the experi- [.Tune, 1933 substance present in the extract and on subsequent days of the experiment it is due mainly to the second toxic principle, all the available hydrocyanic acid at this period having been hydrolysed and diffused into the atmosphere.
As the extract became concentrated with this second toxic principle on account of slow evaporation of the fluid, its toxic effect on the mosquito larvae also attained its maximum once again on the 12th day. When the solution was once again diluted to 100 c.cm. it still remained toxic to the mosquito larvae but the time required to kill the larvae in this dilution was about 24 
